

October 13, 2015
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

CONTACT: 	Megan Silverstrim, Communications Specialist
		717.729.7019

Consumers To Voice Concerns Over  
Capital Area Transit Service Problems    
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Cumberland County, PA – Cumberland County Commissioners plan to meet with a group of individuals with disabilities to hear about continued service problems they have encountered with the shared ride system operated by Capital Area Transit (CAT) at their Wednesday, October 14th public Finance Meeting beginning at 1:30 p.m.  Public transit is a lifeline to many disabled residents as many of them have no other means of getting to and from medical appointments, grocery stores and their place of employment all vital to their livelihood.  

Individuals with disabilities are eligible for fixed route services, however, many disabled consumers are living on very low income and also qualify under Federal law for, and depend on, both paratransit services and Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) services.  Cumberland County continues to receive ADA transit services for some of its disabled residents from CAT, even though Cumberland recently contracted with Rabbittransit to provide paratransit service.  CAT provides both paratransit and ADA service to the disabled in Dauphin County and the City of Harrisburg.  

In 1990, the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) prohibited discrimination against individuals with disabilities in several areas, including public transit.  The ADA provided that it shall be considered discrimination for a public entity that operates a fixed-route system to fail to provide paratransit service to individuals with disabilities that is comparable to the level of service provided to individuals without disabilities who use the fixed-route system.

[bookmark: _GoBack]Cumberland County contributes over $300,000 annually in financial support to CAT for public transit services for its residents.  Cumberland’s contribution increases a mandatory 5% annually until it reaches 15% of the Commonwealth’s operating funding allocation to CAT.  Cumberland County’s budget includes no other line item that mandatorily increases 5% per year.  CAT receives a local government match from each of its funding partners which includes Dauphin County and the City of Harrisburg.  CAT officials will meet with the Cumberland County Board of Commissioners in the near future to present their funding requests for 2016.  
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