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OFFICE OF THE COURT ADMINISTRATOR
CUMBERLAND COUNTY
COURT OF COMMON PLEAS

1 Courthouse Square, RM 301 e Carlisle, PA 17013

Phone (717) 240-6200
Toll Free 1-888-697-0371 x6200
Fax (717) 240-6460
courtadmin@ccpa.net

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
December 1, 2017

The Cumberland County Board of Judges has selected M. L. (“Skip”) Ebert, Jr. to fulfill the
remaining term of the District Attorney vacated by David Freed, who is now United States Attorney
for the Middle District of Pennsylvania. As a candidate for the position, Judge Ebert did not
participate in the deliberations or decision of the Board.

The Board acknowledges that it received numerous impressive applications for the position.
However, in light of Judge Ebert’s extensive experience and credentials as a prosecutor, and the fact
that he was the only one of the applicants to have actually been elected by the people of Cumberland
County to fill that office, the Court felt that his appointment is in the best interests of the County.

The Court indicated that it will sorely miss working with their colleague on the bench, and
that he will be very difficult to replace. This is especially true in light of the heavy workload
currently being faced by the Court.  Nonetheless, the Court has chosen to honor his request to
follow his passion and conclude his distinguished career in the only office he ever truly loved.

In light of the heavy workload currently being faced by the Court, the Court intends to make
greater use of senior judicial resources to help fill this void. In recognition of the heavy caseload in
the District Attorney’s Office commensurate with that being experienced by the Court, the Court is
appointing Matthew P. Smith as Acting District Attorney until Judge Ebert assumes that role.
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