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  2017 CONSERVATION AWARDS  

 

 

 

The Cumberland County Conservation District recently presented Conservation Awards to 

those who have demonstrated exceptional stewardship practices to improve and preserve nat-

ural resources in Cumberland County.  The categories for this year’s awards are: Clean Water, 

Media Conservation, Conservation Educator, Watershed Protection, and Farmer of the Year.   

 

 

Left to Right: 

Clean Water Award - Damon Kline, Penn Environmental and Remediation, Inc.  

Media Conservation Award - BJ Small, Editor of Gettysburg Times and outdoor writer for the 

Carlisle Sentinel 

Conservation Educator of the Year Award - Stephen Lockhart, Boiling Springs High School 

Earth Science Teacher 

Watershed Protection Award - Matt Steiman and Jennifer Halpin, Dickinson College Farm  

Farmer of the Year Award - Joe Jones and Family 

 

 



 The priority of the erosion and sedimentation pollution control program is the protection of water resources from 
the impacts of accelerated erosion and sedimentation that results during an earthmoving activity.  The District has been 
given the authority to administer the erosion and sedimentation control and the National Pollutant Discharge Elimination 
System (NPDES) programs by the Department of Environmental Protection (DEP).    

 Program technicians continue to conduct plan reviews, site inspections, complaint investigations, workshops and 
process NPDES permits.  The District maintains a Level III enforcement delegation with the DEP.  The delegation requires 
that the District prepare, commence and execute  enforcement actions in compliance with the Programs Compliance Assis-
tance and Enforcement Manual.  Since July 2013, the District continues to retain the post construction stormwater manage-
ment (PCSM) delegation level .  This allows the District to conduct technical reviews of the PCSM plans for Individual NPDES 
permits, which allows much needed technical assistance in the development of these plans to be offered at the local level. 

 

EROSION AND SEDIMENTATION CONTROL PROGRAM 

E&S PROGRAM ACCOMPLISHMENTS 

E&S Plan Reviews  110 

Project Acres  3,028 

Disturbed Acres 1,321 

Inspections     706 

General NPDES Permits    46 

Individual NPDES Permits    16 

Complaints     18 

Civil Actions     1 

E&S Plan Review Fees                     $ 240,362 

NPDES Permit Fees                          $    35,500 

PCSM Fees  $   39,000 

DEP Disturbed Acre Fees               $     74,700 

TOWNSHIPS WITH MOST PROJECTS 

Silver Spring   14 

Upper Allen   12 

Carlisle Boro   11 

South Middleton     7 

Lower Allen     7 

TYPES OF NPDES PROJECTS 
 Commercial/Industrial   38 
 

 Residential   35 
 

 Agricultural    0 
 

 Utility 15 
 

 Roadway/Bridges  12 
 

 School   3 
 

 Recreation   2 

E&S controls at a stream crossing along the Mariner East II PA 

Pipeline project.  The District has conducted numerous inspec-

tions of this project to ensure compliance with state regulations 

and the protection of Cumberland County’s water resources. 

Proper winter temporary stabilization along with proper on lot 

E&S controls can help protect the grading work the contractor 

has completed as well as protect our water resources. 



CHESAPEAKE BAY PROGRAM 

Agricultural Erosion and Sediment Control Plans 

The Chesapeake Bay Program completed several projects in 2017. Agricultural Erosion and Sediment Control 

Plans and Conservation Plans were written for farmers by Conservation District staff and consultants with funding 

from the Chesapeake Bay Special Projects and Marcellus Shale Unconventional Gas Well fund programs.  Ag 

E&S Plans for 6 farms totaling 880 acres were written, and a conservation plan for one farm was written totaling 

20 acres.  These plans are important tools for farmers that address erosion and identify conservation practices that 

can be implemented on the farm. 

Pre-Sidedress Soil Nitrogen Test (PSNT)   

For the 17th year, the Chesapeake Bay Program offered a Pre-Sidedress 

Soil Nitrogen Test (PSNT) to farmers in the county. This soil test is 

designed to prevent unnecessary nitrogen application to corn crop or 

identify extra nitrogen that is needed. This can help the farmer save 

money and increase crop yields. In addition to the added benefits to 

the farmer, this benefits the environment by using nitrogen fertilizers 

efficiently. In 2017, two interns tested 24 participating farmers’ fields 

totaling 2,671 acres of corn. Out of the 134 fields tested, 13 were given 

a recommendation of needing extra nitrogen to meet the crop’s needs. 

This program will be offered again in 2018.  
Intern collecting samples for PSNT 

The Conservation District helped fund a manure storage facility  

and concrete heavy use area for Alan Shughart. This project was 

funded with funds from the Chesapeake Bay Special Projects and 

Marcellus Shale Unconventional Gas Well Fund programs. 

Manure Storage Facility 

with Ramp 

Chesapeake Bay Farm Inspections 

The Cumberland County Conservation District, with the guidance of DEP, continued Chesapeake Bay farm 

inspections in 2017. These inspections are checking that farms that generate or spread manure and/or have tilled 

ground, which includes no-till operations. The inspections are checking that  farmers have their Manure Man-

agement Plans and/or their Chapter 102 Agricultural Erosion and Sedi-

ment Control Plans, where applicable. Technicians with the CCCD com-

pleted 50 inspections for Fiscal Year 16-17 totaling 5,508 acres. A total of 

41 inspections were found to be out of compliance with Pennsylvania state 

regulations, but 22 of those farms were brought into compliance before 

June 30, 2017 with the remaining farms working towards compliance.    

The 7th Annual Corn Planter Clinic was held on December 13th at 

the Shippensburg Auction Center. There were over 130 participants 

including farmers, vendors, and various government agencies. 

Education  

2017 7th Annual No-Till Corn 

Planter Clinic 

Chesapeake Bay Special Project 



Nutrient Management  
 
The Cumberland County Conservation District (CCCD) 
continued 2017 as a participant in Pennsylvania’s ACT 
38 Program (Nutrient Management) as a Level 2 delegat-
ed district. The State Conservation Commission (SCC) 
delegates the tasks of writing and reviewing Nutrient 
Management Plans and inspecting ACT 38 participating 
farms for compliance. CCCD has written 3 plans for vol-
unteer farms and reviewed  plans that were approved by 
our Board of Directors. 13 site inspections were pre-
formed of ACT 38 participating farms to ensure the prac-
tices outlined in each farm’s plans were being imple-
mented. Nutrient Management Plans aid farmers in ex-
actly meeting the nutritional needs of their crops, there-
fore the plans continue to be the best tool for farmers to 
prevent pollution on farms that generate manure while 
maximizing crop yields. Pennsylvania encourages every 
farm to consider the benefits of a Nutrient Management 
Plan to be written, approved, and implemented.  If you 
have interest in obtaining an ACT 38 Nutrient Manage-
ment Plan, please contact us and we can discuss options 
to have it written. 
Additionally, Cumberland County’s Nutrient Management Program was audited by the State Conservation Commission 
and DEP.  Our program was found to be fully in compliance and excelling in outreach to the community and farmers. 

 
Manure Management  
 
The Department of Environmental Protection (DEP) continued to delegate the responsibly of outreach, education, and 
complaint investigation of the Manure Management Program to the Cumberland County Conservation District through 

2017.  Manure Management Plans (MMP) are re-
quired by every farm in Pennsylvania that generates 
or uses manure. CCCD has continued to assist farmers 
in writing the plans and educate the farmers on the 
requirements of manure management at local events.  
The District held 3 workshops where 17 farmers were 
able to obtain a written plan at the end of the day and 
assisted or wrote an additional 14 MMPs.  If you 
would be interested in receiving assistance for a Ma-
nure Management Plan please contact our office to 
attend a workshop or work with the District individu-
ally.  In 2017 the District investigated 4 complaints 
regarding manure. As Cumberland County continues 
to be a leader in agriculture, we must work together to 
achieve high yields while protecting the natural re-
sources of the county. Both are possible through care-
ful planning and implementation of Best Management 
Practices outlined in Nutrient and Manure Manage-
ment Plans.  

NUTRIENT MANAGEMENT PROGRAM 



WATERSHED PROGRAM 

Grant  Activities 

The Unconventional Gas Well Fund Mini Grants were awarded to the Big Spring Watershed Association, Conodoguinet Creek Wa-

tershed Association, Middle Spring Watershed Association, and Yellow Breeches Watershed Association. The grants varied greatly in 

scope. Big Spring WA constructed a native pollinator garden and constructed a rock vane deflector, which increases water velocity 

that creates turbulence in the channel while increasing oxygen levels and volatizing nitrogen. Conodoguinet Creek WA hosted two 

rain barrel workshops and gave away 50 Rain Barrels to participants. Middle Spring WA created a trash interceptor collector. Yellow 

Breeches WA helped to fund their annual creek cleanup event and also helped to fund plants for installation in two rain gardens.  

BSWA Native Pollinator Garden 

The Conodoguinet Creek Watershed Snapshot is a public event that includes collecting water samples from the main stem of the 

Creek and its shale and limestone tributaries. Volunteers collect samples from the Creek or tribs and then test the water for nonpoint 

source pollutants. After the samples are tested, participants visit booths about sources for nonpoint source pollution in both our ur-

ban environments and our rural landscapes. The Snapshot tested its samples from the Summer, Fall, and Winter events and will host 

its last event in the Spring, on March 3, 2018. 

Funding was provided through a Nonpoint Source Adult Education Mini-Grant from the Pennsylvania Association of Conservation 

Districts (PACD).  Partners include: Alliance for Aquatic Resource Monitoring (ALLARM),   Conodoguinet Creek WA, Big Spring WA, 

and Middle Spring WA, Pennsylvania Association of Conservation Districts, Pennsylvania Department of Environmental Protection, 

Environmental Protection Agency, and all of our volunteers who helped to collect and analyze samples!  

BSWA Rock Vane Deflector 

CCWA Rain Barrel Workshop MSWA Trash interceptor YBWA Rain Garden 

Above: Conodoguinet Creek Watershed Snapshot at Alliance for Aquatic Resource Management at Dickinson College 



 

DIRT , GRAVEL & LOW VOLUME  ROADS PROGRAM 

Shallow Cross Pipe Installation: Cold Springs Road, Dickinson Twp 

 
The Dirt and Gravel Roads Program is available for any public 
road that has a dirt, gravel, or stone surface. This year finished the 
drainage installation on Cold Springs Road in Dickinson Township. 
The drainage work started in the summer of 2016 which installed 23 
cross pipes, and continued construction in 2017, with 20 more cross 
pipes, for a total of 43 cross pipes! This year’s construction also in-
cluded 1,250 feet of underdrain, which collects subsurface drainage 
in the road profile.  Grant money for the 2017 portion of the project 
was $19,993.56, and the total grant value of the project was 
$48,563.69. Future work will place base material and driving surface 
aggregate. 

The Low Volume Roads Program is open to all 

paved public roads that have less than 500 cars per 

day. Construction projects for 2017 included Game 

Lands Road in Upper Mifflin Township, replacing 

three failing cross pipes. Grant money for Game 

Lands Road was $12,413.85, with a total project 

value of $12,413.85.  Fry Road in North Newton 

Township replaced 2 pipes and installed 1,025 feet 

of underdrain. Grant money for Fry Road was 

$10,572.86, with a total project value of  

$19,522.46.  Beetem Hollow Road in Penn        

Township replaced a 4 foot  stream culvert with a 

12 foot box culvert with an open bottom for aquatic organism passage and included a 500 foot 

French   Mattress with 800 feet of underdrain to drain the road profile. Grant money for Beetem 

Hollow Road was $138,044.09, with a total project value of $181,649.93. Future work is planned on 

Beeetem Hollow Road, Penn Township; Pipeline Road, Upper Mifflin Township; and Yorwick Road, 

North Middleton Township.  

Cross Pipe with Pre-fabricated headwall: 

 Game Lands Road, Upper Mifflin Twp 

Under drain installation: Fry Road, 

North Newton Twp 

Open-bottom Box Culvert: Beetem Hollow Road, Penn Twp French Mattress and Under Drain: Beetem Hollow Road, Penn Twp 

Are you a public road-owning entity in Cumberland County and want to get involved with the Dirt, Gravel, and 

Low Volume Roads Program? The first step is to become certified in Environmentally Sensitive Maintenance  

Practices, which is a FREE, 2-day training provided by the Center for Dirt and Gravel Roads. 

May 9 & 10, 2018 at Premier Events in Shippensburg 



TREE SALE TOTALS 

Blue Spruce 1400 

Fraser Fir 1100 

White Pine 1700 

Concolor Fir 1500 

Red Maple 820 

White Oak 920 

Red Oak 900 

Pear Pack 110 

Apple Pack 255 

Peach - Red Haven 183 

Myrtle 4400 

Wildflower Mix (oz) 144 

Total flowering  bulbs 159 

Tree Shelters 1100 

Tree Stakes 475 

  

  

TREE SEEDLING SALE  

Total Gross Sales— $23,138.25 

Net Profit— $3,485.91 

 2017 Cumberland County Conservation District Annual Golf Tournament 
 

The 15th Annual Cumberland County Conservation District Golf Tournament was held at Rich Valley Golf on 
Friday September 22, 2017. We had a good turnout 
with 80 golfers that came out to enjoy a round of golf 
and support a good cause. This year's winning team 
shot an impressive 20 under par 51 on a beautiful 
day. The District would like to thank everyone at Rich 
Valley Golf and Nolo's that helped make the day a 
success. Also a special thank you to all of our hole 
sponsors and Beverage Express and Stan’s Bever-
age of Carlisle for donating bottled water for the golf-
ers! Their contributions allow us to continue our ef-
forts in providing scholarships to Cumberland County 
students. This year's event brought in over $3,500 for 
scholarships and to date the tournament has raised 
over $25,000. And finally, thank you to all of the golf-
ers that came out to enjoy the day with us. We hope 
to see you next September!   This year's winning 
team was Mitch Gelbaugh, Jim Price, Rick Price and 
Jordan Neff. Congratulations!  

(L to R) Jordan Neff, Mitch Gelbaugh, Rick Price, Jim Price 

  

ANNUAL GOLF TOURNAMENT 



 

GOLF TOURNAMENT  “CONSERVATIONIST” HOLE SPONSORS 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

   NEW ENTERPRISE STONE AND LIME CO., INC. 

         3912 BRUMBAUGH ROAD 

NEW ENTERPRISE, PA  16664 

WWW.NESL.COM 

 

 

 

 

TOTAL SITE PREPARATION <> GRADING <> UNDERGROUND UTILITIES <> PAVING  

LEMOYNE, PENNSYLVANIA  

www.jvhexcavating.com  

717-737-4820  



 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

SCHOLARSHIP WINNERS 

 

College Scholarship Winner 

Mackenzie Yorlets is the recipient of the Conservation District’s 2017 College 

Scholarship.  Mackenzie grew up on a 270-acre farm in Cumberland County and is 

a graduate of Cumberland Valley High School.  Mackenzie is currently a sopho-

more attending the Pennsylvania State University, University Park, Pennsylvania 

and is majoring in Animal Science with a minor in Agribusiness and Horticulture.  

Her memberships and involvement include:  Penn State Reproduction Research 

Team, Penn State Block and Bridle Club, American Main Anjou Association, Ameri-

can Simmental Association, American Shorthorn Association, Cumberland Valley 

FFA, (4 year member),  and Cumberland County 4-H (10 year member). 

 

Mackenzie Yorlets 

ENVIROTHON SCHOLARSHIP WINNERS 

Alexandra Lynch of             

Cumberland Valley HS 

Josephine Williford of   

Carlisle Area HS 

Shannon Staver of Shippensburg HS and  

Jessica Margraf of East Pennsboro HS Anna Pauletta of            

Cumberland Valley HS 

Emma Dardis of           

Camp Hill HS 



CUMBERLAND COUNTY ENVIROTHON 

Students from nine area high schools competed in the annual 
Cumberland County Envirothon on Tuesday, May 2, at          
Mechanicsburg Sportsmen’s Association, Enola.   The 5 Blind 
Mice from Cumberland Valley High School took first place with 
a score of 362; second place went to River Otter Spotters from 
Carlisle High School with a score of 316; and third place went 
to Catastrophic Caddisflies from Cumberland Valley with a 
score of 313.  The 5 Blind Mice represented Cumberland  
County at the 2017 Pennsylvania Envirothon at the University 
of Pittsburgh Johnstown Campus, Johnstown, PA, on May 23 
and 24, finishing 20th out of 65 teams.  A special thanks goes to   
former County Commissioner Barbara Cross for the monetary 
contribution to the overall winning team!  

The Cumberland County Envirothon, presented by the Cumberland Coun-

ty Conservation District, is a fun academic event that provides high 

school students hands-on field experience dealing with environmental 

issues.  Students complete five exams that test their knowledge on        

aquatics, forestry, soils, wildlife, and a       

current issue, which was Agriculture 

Soil & Water Conservation Stewardship.  

116 students participated this year 

and endured quite the windy but sun-

ny day.  Schools participating in the 

competition include Big Spring, Boiling Springs, Camp Hill, Carlisle, Cedar 

Cliff, Cumberland Valley, East Pennsboro, Mechanicsburg and Shippensburg.   

Representatives from the PA Fish and Boat Commission, PA Department of 

Conservation and Natural Resources, PA Game Commission, the Conservation 

District, and Natural Resources Conservation Service administered the tests. 

Once the competition was over, the students enjoyed a picnic lunch provided 

by the Mechanicsburg Sportsmen’s Association. After lunch, the Conservation 

District and Barb Cross handed out awards. The awards, made from                 

Pennsylvania hardwood, were given to the top three teams at each station and 

the top three teams overall.  All participating students and advisors received an          

Envirothon t-shirt sponsored by Adams Electric Cooperative. 

   

2017 Envirothon Champions 

5 Blind Mice from Cumberland Valley High 



2018 CALENDAR OF EVENTS 

CUMBERLAND COUNTY CONSERVATION DISTRICT 

JANUARY: 

  1 Office Closed - New Year’s Day Holiday 

10 Water Testing – District Office 

15  Office Closed - Martin Luther King Day Holiday  

17-18      PACD Conference - Ramada Inn, State College 

23       Board Meeting/Cooperating Agency Luncheon  

 @ District Office 9:00 AM 

31 Manure Management Workshop 

 

FEBRUARY: 

 14 Water Testing - District Office 

19 Office Closed - President’s Day Holiday  

21 Manure Management Workshop 

 

MARCH: 

14  Water Testing – District Office 

20  Regional Conservation District Directors Meeting 

22  Manure Management Workshop 

27 Board Meeting - District Office - 7:00 PM 

28 E&S/NPDES Workshop for Consultants with Franklin 

 & Fulton County Districts in Shippensburg 

30 Office Closed – Good Friday Holiday 

 

APRIL: 

   2 Deadline to order Tree Seedlings 

 11 Water Testing – District Office 

 19  Tree Seedling Bundling - Allen Road 

19-20  Tree Seedling Sale and Distribution - Allen Road 

 24    Board Meeting – District Office - Conference Call 7:30 AM 

 

MAY: 

  1 County Envirothon – Pine Grove Furnace State Park 

  9 Water Testing – District Office 

9-10 DG LVR ESM Training—Premier Events, LLC in  

 Shippensburg 

  22 Board Meeting—District Office 7:00 PM 

22-23 PA State Envirothon – Susquehanna University & 

 Camp Mount Luther 

  

28 Office Closed - Memorial Day Holiday 

JUNE: 

13 Water Testing - District Office 

26 Board Meeting - District Office - Conference Call 7:30 AM 

 

JULY: 

  4 Independence Day Holiday – Office Closed 

11  Water Testing – District Office 

15-18 PACD/NACD Joint Conference 

24 Board Meeting – District Office 7:00 PM 

 

AUGUST: 

8 Water Testing – District Office 

28  Board Meeting/District Picnic – 6:00 PM  

 @ Pleasant View Park, Mechanicsburg 

 

SEPTEMBER: 

  3 Office Closed - Labor Day Holiday 

12 Water Testing – District Office 

28 Annual Conservation District Golf Tournament  

  @ Rich Valley Golf Course, Mechanicsburg 

25 Board Meeting – District Office 7:00 PM 

 

OCTOBER: 

10 Water Testing – District Office 

23 Board Meeting – District Office 7:00 PM 

 

NOVEMBER: 

12   Office Closed—Veteran’s Day Holiday 

14 Water Testing—District Office 

22 Office Closed - Thanksgiving Day Holiday 

23 Office Closed - Day after Thanksgiving Holiday 

 

DECEMBER: 

11 Board Meeting – District Office 8:00 AM 

TBD No-Till Corn Planter Clinic 

12 Water Testing – District Office 

24 Office Closed - Christmas Eve Holiday 

25 Office Closed - Christmas Day Holiday  




