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                        Spotlight on CASA Volunteer Sarah Pearce 

Sarah Pearce grew up in Elmhurst, IL, a suburb of Chicago and graduated with a degree in Education from 
Monmouth College in Illinois. She is now a resident of Susquehanna Township in Dauphin County.  Sarah 
retired from the PA Department of Education in August 2009, and she started CASA training the next 
month. Sarah has since advocated for a total of 6 children in 5 cases, 3 of whom she is actively advocating 
for now.  In addition to her traditional CASA role, Sarah also serves as an Educational Consultant to the 
CASA, since her work background gave her an intrinsic understanding of the educational system.  She has 
been appointed officially as an Educational Consultant to 6 CASAs, representing 10 children. She has also 
helped numerous other CASA volunteers, CYS caseworkers, and juvenile probation officers as an informal 
Educational Consultant.  She finds joy in being able to play a role in helping to get children enrolled in 
school immediately, get them in the right school programs, and to help keep children in school.  Some of the 
brightest moments of Sarah’s CASA involvement includes seeing some of her CASA children graduate from 

high school, having 1 child be adopted, and seeing 2 children achieve permanency through permanent legal custodianship.  

Sarah met fellow CASA Volunteers Judy Beskid and Joy Gross in her CASA training class in 2009, and the 3 of them along with 
Lori Serratelli, another former Cumberland County CASA Volunteer, and some dedicated Dauphin County residents have worked 
tirelessly for years to get a Dauphin County CASA Program started.  Sarah is ecstatic  that a Dauphin County CASA Program is 
to be starting up in 2019.   

To those considering becoming a CASA volunteer, Sarah would say that if you have a passion for helping children, this work is 
one of the most fulfilling ways to do that, as it gives you an opportunity to be there for a child who oftentimes has no one else.  

Sarah is the proud parent of two adopted sons.  She enjoys spending time with them and with her 2 dogs. She has served on two 
school boards, on the SWAN Advisory Committee, as a Deacon and an Elder in her church, and on the Mayor's Literacy Com-
mission. Sarah likes to relax with a cup of tea, and also enjoys reading, hiking, and spending time with friends. Thank you, Sarah, 
for your 9 years of CASA service to Cumberland County children! 

CASA Volunteer  
Sarah Pearce 

2018 Appreciation Brunch and Swearing-In Ceremony 

On November 17, 2018, we held our annual CASA Appreciation Brunch and Swearing-In Ceremony 
at Dickinson College’s Rector Science Complex. This was a new venue for the ceremony and the 
environment contributed to a relaxing gathering to celebrate our CASAs and CASA supporters.  The 
event was again hosted by Kappa Alpha Theta and its Alumnae Association. We had a wonderful 
turn out for the event, to include attendees such as Judge Peck, Hearing Officer Lawrence, many of 
our CASA volunteers, the families of our new volunteers, some Cumberland County Advisory Coun-
cil members, members from Kappa Alpha Theta at Dickinson College, and other CASA friends. We 

were pleased to have Judge Peck 
swear-in our Fall 2018 training 
class, bringing the total CASAs to 
have completed training in Cumber-
land County to 238 volunteers! 

Our theme this year was about taking care of yourself so that 
you can give to others. We recognize that the quality of whatev-
er we do is impacted by how well we are able to take care of 
ourselves too. This brunch was just a small token of our appre-
ciation for our CASA volunteers and all those involved in sup-
porting our program. We could not do the work we do without all 
those who play a role in making our work possible- especially 
our CASA volunteers! 

CASA Program Director Anita 
Brewster and PA CASA Board 

Member/Cumberland County 

Judge Christylee Peck at the brunch 

All of our CASA Volunteers who were in attendance at the Brunch along with our 
CASA staff.   
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Thirty-Sixth Class of CASA Volunteers– Fall 2018 

Paula A. Bussard recently retired after more than 40 years in the health care 
field as a health planner, administrator, health policy advocate, and lobbyist. Her 
most recent position was as the chief strategy officer for the Hospital and Health 
System Association of Pennsylvania, which represents hospitals across the state 
before the state and federal government. Paula received a Bachelor’s degree in 
Sociology from the University of Rhode Island and a Master’s in Health Service 
Administration from the University of Michigan. Since December 2007, Paula has 
served on the Carlisle Area School District Board of Directors, and since Decem-
ber 2016, she has served as the Board president. Paula and her husband, 
Charles, are the proud parents of three sons and have two beautiful granddaugh-
ters. Paula and her husband believe in community service. Paula has volunteered 
with youth sports organizations, Cub Scouts, at school PTO functions, and with 
the American Cancer Society (Cumberland County Board, Daffodil Days, and 
Relay for Life). Paula is an avid reader and gardener, and loves traveling to visit 
family. 
 
Sandra Goodling is originally from Pennsylvania but grew up and graduated 
from high school in Mississippi. Returning north for college, she graduated from 
Cornell University School of Nursing. She then attended Penn State University, from which she received a Master of Science in Nursing 
with a family nurse practitioner specialty. Sandra began her nursing career as a public health nurse with the PA Department of Health, 
which is where she gained experience in making home visits and working with community agencies, such as Children and Youth Ser-
vices among others. She spent most of her career teaching nursing at Messiah College. She has lived in Carlisle for the past 44 years 
with her husband, Rodger, who died in 2016 from the effects of Alzheimer’s disease. She is very proud of her two daughters, two step-
sons, and five grandchildren. Her hobbies are reading and gardening. Sandra is now retired and is currently an active member of the 
Second Presbyterian Church and a volunteer visitor for Celtic Hospice. 
 
Deborah (Debi) Gross is the youngest daughter of pre-WWII college-educated parents.  She grew up in Highspire, PA, and has resided 
in Shippensburg, PA since 1978.  As an elementary teacher and Reading Specialist for thirty-nine years, Debi tried to incorporate an un-
derstanding of peace and justice, community, and individual needs into the school realm.  While searching for faith values on earth, she 
facilitates Children’s Church, teaches Sunday school, and serves on church committees.  She supports her sister’s bookstore on-location 
in the York area and with off-site set-ups at various events.  Her pastimes include maintaining eight genealogical photobooks, dog-sitting, 
reading, swimmercising, and sharing craft times with other retired teachers.  Debi is drawn to the CASA program for its emphasis on the 
journey of restoration. 
 
David Howell grew up in Chester County, PA, in a suburb west of Philadelphia.  He and his wife, Miki, moved to Carlisle in September of 
2017.  Miki has also completed the training to become a CASA volunteer and they plan to serve as advocates together. Dave recently 
retired from being an elementary school teacher for 30 years. He taught 28 of those years in Monroe County, PA and taught the other 2 
years at an international school in Bucharest, Romania.  He primarily taught third and fourth graders during his career. He has a son and 
a daughter whom he and his wife adopted from Japan.  His son and daughter-in-law are teachers and the parents of four girls, with 2 of 
the girls being adopted from the foster care system.  His daughter lives in the Washington DC area and conducts genetic research on 
infectious diseases. Since retiring and relocating, Dave has become involved in a few volunteer organizations in the Carlisle area.  He 
enjoys meeting people and contributing to the community.   In his free time, he enjoys reading, hiking, and swimming.  
 
Michal (Miki) Howell was raised in Japan by missionary parents. She returned to the United States to attend Lock Haven University. 
She majored in Elementary Education and served as a teacher for 36 years in the public schools. She also spent 2 years teaching at the 
American International School in Bucharest, Romania. She has also worked as an adjunct professor at the local community college and 
has participated in several post-graduate settings. She met her husband, Dave, in college and they married right after graduation. They 
have two children, Andrew and Katie, both adopted from Japan. Andy, and his wife, Claire, are teachers in the Hanover area and have 
four children, two of whom were adopted through the foster care system. Katie has a Ph.D in Biochemistry and is a researcher working 
on Ebola studies. Miki and Dave recently moved to Carlisle from Stroudsburg, Pennsylvania, and are finding ways to become involved in 
the community. She belongs to the Le Tort Quilt Guild, and loves dabbling with fabric arts. As an introvert, having time to create, doodle, 
and read all provide her with ways to re-energize. They belong to the Second Presbyterian Church, and just recently met their Friends 
and Family student from Dickinson College. And, of course, she is looking forward to being part of the CASA community with her hus-
band. 
 
Suzanne McDougall, originally from Pittsburgh, PA has been a resident of Cumberland County since 1979.  She came to Carlisle after 
graduating from Penn State University in 1978.  Here she met her husband William "Mac" McDougall who worked with Suzanne as a 
Wilderness Instructor at the Appalachian School of Experience.  Suzanne and Mac were married in 1980 and during the years that fol-
lowed, raised four daughters.  They enjoy spending time with their big family, which now includes eleven grandchildren.  Suzanne recent-
ly completed a 20 year tenure with Pennsylvania's Office for Dispute Resolution (ODR).  Over the course of her career with ODR, Su-
zanne served more than 10,000 families and advocates of children with disabilities through her work with the Special Education Consult-
Line.  Through her work as the lead presenter of "Creating Agreement in Special Education," Suzanne engaged multiple-stakeholders of 
the special education process in conflict education and best-practice strategies to support productive and collaborative engagement in 
resolving problems associated with the child's educational program.   Prior to her career with ODR, Suzanne served children with disabili-
ties and their families in various capacities and in nontraditional education settings, such as alternative schools and therapeutic programs 
for youth.  Suzanne volunteers as a mediator with Neighborhood Disputes Settlement, a community-based mediation program serving 
Cumberland and Dauphin Counties.  Suzanne will be serving as an Educational Consultant to our CASA Volunteers.  
 

Fall 2018 Training Class: Back row from the left– Art McNulty, Rob 
Weil, Miki Howell, Dave Howell, Debi Gross, & Kathy Yorkievitz;   

Front row from the left– Suzanne McDougall, Paula Bussard, Sandra 

Goodling & Sandy Roldan  
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Thirty-Sixth Class of CASA Volunteers– Fall 2018 continued: 

Art McNulty is the proud husband of Eileen McNulty. They live in 
New Cumberland, and have done so for 30 plus years. He is also the 
proud father of 4 adult children- Arthur, Elizabeth, Kevin, and Kate. 
His sons live in the Harrisburg area, but his daughters live in Phoenix, 
Arizona. All of his children are college educated and gainfully em-
ployed. Art is a licensed attorney. In 2017, he retired after 36 years of 
a state government practice. During that time, he held a variety of 
positions including chief legal counsel for seven state executive agen-
cies, as well the state legislature. Shortly before retirement, he took 
up tennis, after a 45 year layoff. He plays on several USTA teams out 
of Hershey, and has enjoyed some success. Two teams that he 

played on went to the finals or national tournaments last year. Also, last year he volunteered with his local high school’s tennis team, 
and this year he was asked to coach the junior varsity team. Coaching has always been in his blood, as he was fortunate to coach all of 
his children in a variety of sports over a 23 year period. Through his CASA Volunteer work, he hopes to provide support to needy chil-
dren, the county family court, and the community in general. He believes that his legal and coaching careers will help him form a solid 
foundation to build on to become an asset for the CASA program.  
 
Saundra (Sandy) Roldan was born, raised, and currently lives in Mechanicsburg.  Sandy is employed by the U.S. Navy, working at the 
Naval Supply Activity in Mechanicsburg.  However, Sandy has ventured outside of her hometown, living in Salt Lake City, Utah, many 
years ago at age 18, and also living near Nashville, Tennessee, for nine years prior to returning to Pennsylvania in 2015.  Sandy has 
worn many hats over the years, including non-traditional college student, freelance court reporter, letter carrier for the U.S. Postal Ser-
vice, high school English teacher, law student, attorney, Unemployment Appeals Hearing Officer for the State of Tennessee, but most 
importantly, Mom. Sandy has four children- Erika, 35, a licensed Marriage and Family Therapist; Alberto, 33, a TV and film writer, direc-
tor, and producer; Adrianne, 31, a cyber security analyst; and Javier, 17, a basketball player and junior at Mechanicsburg Area Senior 
High.  Javier and Sandy are blessed to have Claire, Sandy’s 91 year-old mother, living with them.  Sandy enjoys reading, writing, sing-
ing, dancing, and being outdoors.  Sandy looks forward to volunteering as a CASA, recognizing that there will be difficult challenges to 
face but also worthwhile contributions to be made for a child in need.     
 
Robert F. Weil, MD grew up in Northern NJ, where he attended high school. He went on to the University of Pennsylvania for his un-
dergraduate BA degree, and then attended the NYU School of Medicine for his MD degree. He ended up in Hershey for his Internal 
Medicine residency at the M.S. Hershey Medical Center (PSU) from 1988-1992. He has worked at a number of hospitals, but spent the 
last six years working at the Lebanon (PA) VAMC where he proudly served those who served their country before he semi-retired in 
2002. He resides in Hummelstown with his wife and his service dog, Bentley. He is currently a medical director of a clinic in Lebanon. 
His sister is a licensed clinical social worker in Florida, and his older brother runs an obesity research center in NYC. Rob’s interests 
include cycling, exercise, cooking, agility training with Bentley, and reading non-fiction. He has been an advocate for adult patients his 
entire adult life as a physician, and he felt it was time to expand that advocacy to children who are most in need. He believes children 
are our future and are worthy of our best efforts to help them stand on their own whenever possible.  Rob has agreed to join our CASA 
Advisory Council to help the CASA  volunteers related to any medical issues for their cases.  
 
Kathy Yorkievitz grew up in Ohio, but has lived in the Harrisburg area for nearly 40 years. She now lives in Camp Hill. Kathy received 
a Masters of Social Work degree from the University of Michigan and also has a Masters of Public Health degree from Johns Hopkins 
University. She currently serves as an occasional adjunct professor and field instructor for Millersville University’s School of Social 
Work. She spent her career working to improve access to social welfare programs and health care for low income individuals and fami-
lies in the State Senate, the Department of Public Welfare, the Governor’s Office of Health Care Reform and, most recently at Hamilton 
Health Center. Kathy helped to develop the Sycamore House Episcopal Service Corps, a project of St. Stephen’s Episcopal Cathedral 
in Harrisburg, which provides recent college graduates with an opportunity to live in community while volunteering in a Harrisburg non-
profit agency. She also serves on the Board of Communities Rising, which is a nonprofit educational program for low income children in 
Tamil Nadu, India. Kathy is married to John Dernbach, who teaches environmental law at Widener University, and they have two grown 
daughters. Kathy loves to read mystery novels and spends as much time as possible hiking, biking, canoeing and traveling. 

Our Fall 2018 training class getting sworn in to be  CASA volunteers at our     
Appreciation Brunch/Swearing-In Ceremony on 11/17/18 

CASA Café 
On October 4, 2018, Dickinson College’s Kappa Alpha Theta sorority hosted its 3rd annual CASA Café event, which is a coffee house 
event designed to raise awareness about CASA and to raise funds to donate to the PA CASA Association as well. The Thetas worked 
hard to organize this fun event for the Dickinson students and community.  Tammy Shearer, a member of the PA CASA Board, started 
the evening off with a welcome to the attendees, and she helped to explain what 
the CASA program is all about. The evening was then filled with live perfor-
mances by talented dance and musical groups, some of whom even got the 
audience singing and dancing right along with them. It was yet again a wonder-
ful and enjoyable time had by all.  The Thetas raised $1,879 from the event and 
graciously donated those proceeds to CASA! We can’t thank the Kappa Alpha 
Theta ladies enough for their tireless efforts to support our vulnerable children 
by supporting CASA.  We have been connected to the Dickinson College The-
tas for 18 years and look forward to many more years of working together! The Kappa Alpha Theta ladies 
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Cumberland County CASA Program 

Cumberland County COURT APPOINTED SPECIAL ADVOCATE Program 

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED 

Time Sensitive Material for Immediate Delivery 

Cumberland County CASA Program 

One Courthouse Square, Suite 301 

Carlisle, PA 17013 

 Upcoming 

Training Dates: 

Primarily on 
Mondays from 

3:30-8:00pm 

February 4 -
March 25, 2019 

 
Contact the CASA Office to explore becoming an  

advocate for child victims of abuse and/or neglect at  
717-240-6159 or casa @ccpa.net.  

For more information, see www.ccpa.net/casa.  
 

Volunteer advocates must— 

 be 21 years of age or older, 

 be able to successfully pass criminal checks, 

 complete 50 hours of training, and  

 be willing to make at least a 2-year commitment.  

 
Training is held in Carlisle – in the spring and in the fall.  

News and Updates from the Cumberland County CASA 
Program is published semiannually.  Back issues are available 
upon request or at www.ccpa.net/casa.  To be added to or re-
moved from the mailing list, contact the CASA Office at (717) 
240-6159 or casa@ccpa.net. 

The mission of the Cumberland County 
Court Appointed Special Advocate 

(CASA) Program is to assist the court in 
determining what is in the best interest   

of abused and/or neglected children 
whose cases are in the court system.  

Through objective investigation and ob-
servation with the focus on the child as-

signed, trained CASA volunteers develop 
and  present their recommendations to 
the court to aid in establishing a safe, 
permanent and nurturing home in an    

expeditious manner. 

Upcoming Events: 

 February 4, 2019- Our next round of train-
ing for new CASA volunteers begins! 

 April 16, 2019 at 6pm-  Our Swearing-in/
Light of Hope Ceremony  

Cumberland County CASA Program Statistics: March 2001—December 2018 

 238 CASA volunteers have been sworn-in (31 currently representing children; over 100 continuing in a supportive role)  

 496 dependent children have been represented, and many have received CASA assisted Educational Advocacy  

 1,678 CASA Reports have been written since 2001, providing additional information to help the Court make decisions  
 
Out of the 496 children represented by CASA volunteers, some of the outcomes have resulted in: 160 children returning home, 
192 children being adopted, 49 children living with a permanent legal custodian or a fit and willing relative, 30 children aging out 
of the system, 1 child dying of natural causes, and 5 children having their cases transferred to other jurisdictions. 


