
Page 1 
 

Cumberland County Planning Commission 
Meeting Minutes 

April 16, 2020 
7:30 AM – 310 Allen Road, Carlisle PA 

 
This meeting of the Cumberland County Planning Commission was held via teleconference due to the Covid-19 
pandemic.  The meeting was advertised a week in advance on the CCPC’s website with directions on how 
residents or other interested parties could participate in the meeting.  
 
Roll Call 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

CCPC Members:  Jim Ross (Chairman)  Joe Zume 
 RJ Fisher (Vice Chairman)  Jack Showley 
 Brenda Landis  Heather Sweitzer 
 Ed Franco  George Tyson 
 Tim Johnson  Isabella Pittman (Student Member) 
 Jean Foschi (Commissioner Liaison) 

     
CCPD Staff:  Kirk Stoner  Elizabeth Grant 

 Steve Hoffman  Stephanie Williams 

  
Applicants and Representatives: Matt Stough, Conservation District; Pam Still, Mt. Holly Springs 

Borough 
 Public:  N/A  

Agenda 

1. Approval of Minutes 

Minutes were approved by unanimous vote on a motion by Ed Franco and seconded by Tim Johnson. 

2. Action Items 

North Middleton 
Township Rezoning from 
Commercial/Light 
Industrial (CLI) to 
Neighborhood 
Commercial (NC) 

Kirk Stoner reviewed the zoning map change in North Middleton Township that would rezone 
two parcels totaling just over 3 acres from CLI to NC.  The properties front on US 11 and are 
adjacent to the Keystone Arms residential development.  The applicant is proposing to build 
multifamily housing.  The proposal is consistent with both the Cumberland County 
Comprehensive Plan and the North Middleton Township Comprehensive Plan.   

ACTION:  Tim Johnson made a motion to recommend approval and forward staff comments to 
the Township. RJ Fisher seconded the motion and the vote was unanimous.  

Shippensburg Borough 
Rezoning from General 
Commercial (C-1) to a 
new Transitional 
Commercial (TC) Zone 

Steve Hoffman reviewed the zoning map and text amendment for Shippensburg Borough that 
includes creation of a new TC zoning district with accompanying standards.  Three parcels 
would be rezoned from C-1 to the new TC designation.  The proposal is consistent with both 
the Cumberland County Comprehensive Plan and the Shippensburg Borough/Township 
Regional Comprehensive Plan.   

The CCPC expressed concerns over the proposal despite its consistency with county and 
municipal comprehensive plans.  The proposed TC district requirements are the same as the 
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C-1 with the exception of residential uses, parks and recreation areas, conditional uses, two 
setback requirements and electronic signs.  There does not appear to be a clear need for a 
new zoning district for the limited list of new uses that would be permitted in the TC district.  
The Borough should consider addressing electronic sign requirements and conditional uses in 
the C-1 district rather than create a new zoning district.  The purpose of the new TC district 
appears incompatible with the Borough’s character as the district envisions “non-pedestrian” 
commercial uses. 

Steve noted that the Borough is currently working with the Township to consider an update of 
the regional comprehensive plan and potentially update the zoning ordinance.  The issue of 
the TC district should be examined in more detail as part of that effort.  

ACTION:  Brenda Landis made a motion to recommend disapproval of the proposed zoning 
amendment and forward staff comments to Shippensburg Borough.  Ed Franco seconded the 
motion and the vote was unanimous. 

Cumberland Plans Grant 
Applications 

Kirk Stoner provided background on the Cumberland Plans Grant Program which provides 
$50,000 of competitive grants for county and municipal planning projects that are consistent 
with the Cumberland County Comprehensive Plan.  The program guidelines and application 
materials were released in February.  The Grant Review Committee consisting of Tim Johnson, 
Brenda Landis, and Ed Franco reviewed all applications.   

Newville Borough submitted an application for $12,622 to update the Borough’s zoning 
ordinance.  The ordinance has not been updated since 2000 and needs to be brought up to 
date. 

ACTION:  Ed Franco made a motion to recommend approval of the grant to the Board of 
Commissioners.  Joe Zume seconded the motion and the vote was unanimous. 

Mt. Holly Springs Borough submitted an application for $6,750 to codify its recently 
completed zoning ordinance that was written by CCPD staff.  The online codification process 
will enable timely update and make the ordinance widely accessible to residents and the 
county. 

ACTION:  Joe Zume made a motion to recommend approval of the grant to the Board of 
Commissioners.  RJ Fisher seconded the motion and the vote was unanimous. 

Wormleysburg Borough submitted an application for $25,000 for a strategic management 
plan but withdrew the application after further discussion with CCPD staff.  The Borough 
expects to submit an application for another project later this year or early next year. 

3. Informational Items 

Subdivision and Land 
Development Plans 

Steve Hoffman provided an overview of the 24 plans received in March of 2020, the largest 
number of plans received in a single month in several years. 

Ordinance Text 
Amendments 
• Camp Hill Borough 

Signage Ordinance 
• East Pennsboro 

Township Medical 
Marijuana  

Staff reviewed three ordinance text amendments in March and forwarded comments to the 
respective municipalities. 

Camp Hill is continuing work on revisions to its signage ordinance and is incorporating county 
comments into the update.  Stephanie Williams from the CCPD staff is assisting the Borough.   

East Pennsboro Township updated its zoning ordinance with provisions for medical marijuana 
establishments.  This was a second submission that incorporated county comments from a 
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Minutes Submitted By: 
Kirk Stoner, AICP 

• Shippensburg 
Township Casino 
and Gambling 
Facilities 

previous version.  The update is consistent with state regulations. 

Shippensburg Township modified its zoning ordinance to modify setbacks and other 
provisions to enable a potential casino at the Lowes site.  Staff provided numerous comments 
back to the Township for further consideration.  

Commissioners Liaison 
Report 

Commissioner Foschi reported that the Commissioners were diligently working to respond to 
the Covid-19 pandemic.  County staffs are working from home and facilities have been closed 
to the public to combat the spread of the virus.  The primary election has been moved to June 
2.  The 2020 Census self-response rate for the county is around 60%.  The response rate can 
be monitored on the Census website. 

2020 Planning Program 
Report 

Kirk Stoner reviewed the Planning Program Report calling attention to staff’s efforts on the 
Phase III Watershed Improvement Plan, the County Housing Affordability Study, and several 
municipal technical assistance projects. 

4. Other Business 

Kirk Stoner noted that he recently met with Doug Wolfgang from the PA Department of Agriculture to discuss the CCPC’s 
concerns regarding water quality best management practices (BMPs) on farms entering the Agriculture Security Area 
(ASA) program.  Doug indicated that the CCPC should not use BMPs as criteria for recommending approval or disapproval 
of a farm to enter the ASA program.  The CCPC should provide advisory comments to municipalities and ASA committees 
that note the benefits of BMPs on farms and that a conservation plan is a requirement for entering the Agriculture 
Conservation Easement Program.   

 
Kirk Stoner reported that CCPD staff recently met with Dickinson College and DEP to discuss climate action planning 
opportunities.  DEP has funding that will be available in the fall for counties to develop a greenhouse gas inventory to 
support climate change action planning.  Carlisle Borough has already completed the program.  DEP encouraged the 
County to apply.  Kirk will coordinate the application when it is made available later in the year.    
 

The Planning Commission Retreat will be placed on hold until in-person meetings can be held.  

5. Adjournment 

With no further agenda items, Chairman Ross adjourned the meeting at 8:32 am.   

Next meeting is on May 21, 2020 at 7:30 am. 


