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CASA Swearing-in and Light of Hope Promotes Theme of “One Tough Job”

In partnership with the Pennsylvania Family Support Alliance (PFSA), the Cumberland County CASA Program joined forces with four
other local agencies to support and promote the theme PFSA had adopted for April’s Child Abuse Prevention Month. “Parenting: One
Tough Job,” is intended as a public awareness endeavor to alert communities statewide that there are multiple resources available
when parenting stressors begin to set in. In collaboration with Cumberland County Children & Youth Services, Cumberland/Perry Drug
and Alcohol Commission, the Pinnacle Health Children’s Resource Center in Harrisburg, and the YWCA'’s Sexual Assault/Rape Crisis,
the CASA Program kicked off the initiative on April 1, 2008 during its 16" swearing-in ceremony.

The Swearing-in and Light of Hope Ceremony began by honoring the volunteers who are celebrating their 5" year anniversary serving
as advocates, including Carol Bell, Peggy Shedden, Elaine Stabler, and Barb Wilson. Although already sworn in, eleven graduates
from the Fall 2007 class were also recognized in the formal setting of the Old Courthouse in Carlisle. The Honorable M.L. Ebert, Jr.
then addressed the newest class of CASA volunteers and administered the Oath of Office. These CASA volunteers are: Deb Bangs,
Carol McNulty, and Barb Sadler from Mechanicsburg; Dan Doyle and Lynda Sadler from Carlisle; Arnold Jenkins from Boiling Springs;
and June Fisher from Etters.

Attention then turned to the “Parenting: One Tough Job” collaboration initiative. Anne Brown Ebert of the YWCA, Sally Kraus of Cum-
berland/Perry Drug & Alcohol Commission and Wendy Hoverter of Children & Youth Services described services their respective agen-
cies offer for families in need and reinforced the idea that an important key in providing services to strengthen the family is through the
various agencies working together. Cumberland County Commissioner Gary Eichelberger closed this portion of the evening by pre-
senting the Child Abuse Prevention Month Proclamation to Wendy Hoverter.

The Honorable Edward E. Guido, who became interested in the idea of having a CASA Program in Cumberland County ten years ago
when he was newly elected to the bench, introduced the “Light of Hope” segment of the evening. Judge Guido described how the proc-
ess of developing a CASA Program in Cumberland County was sparked by one of his constituents, Joseph Gaskin, who suggested he
look into this advocacy program for neglected and/or abused children. Seven years and 16 classes of CASA volunteers later, the 92™
volunteer in Cumberland County has been sworn in. CASA Volunteer and PA CASA Board member, E.J. McKenna-Hieb invited
Judges Ebert and Guido to commence the candlelighting ceremony. Judges Ebert and Guido then lit their candles and passed the
symbolic flames on to the candles of the volunteers, families and many guests.

The evening was underscored by the presence of members of the Dickinson College chapter of Kappa Alpha Theta, who hosted the
reception, and members of the Alumnae Chapter of Harrisburg, who presented potted pansies to each of the honored guests. KAT
chose CASA as its main philanthropy nationwide in 1989. The sorority has supported its local CASA program in myriad ways since the
program’s inception in Cumberland County in 2000.

Child Abuse Prevention Month Activities

Other events surrounding the collaborative effort emphasizing

Child Abuse Prevention Month included 5 weeks of guest editori-

als and feature stories in the Carlisle Sunday Sentinel highlighting

the agencies in the community that offer support to families; public

libraries of Cumberland County agreeing to display books that

families could use as resources; a town hall meeting sponsored by

the Drug and Alcohol Commission; Family Support Alliance orga- S s ;

nizing the creation of a mural at the Capitol; and victim’s rights = 3 : 2

rally held by the Victim's Witness Office. The month capped off L 2 - =

with agencies participating in the Children’s Alley of the Amani ”‘(;ﬁ;,\ . / S <

Festival on the Dickinson College campus on April 26, having fun =~ S __ N SN

activities for children and distributing information to adults. Wendy Hoverter, administrator of Cumberland County Children and Youth !
Services, helped paint faces at the Amani Festival.




Meet the Sixteenth Corps of CASA Volunteers

-

Debora Bangs was born in Long Island, NY and moved to Penn-{ili = s
sylvania when she was 8 years old. Most of her life has been# . :
spent in and around Mechanicsburg. Currently she is employed @ & &
by her husband and her children — as a housewife. She ver
much enjoys being a mother and spending time together as a fam-{§#{
ily making arts and crafts, reading, and playing games together.;§
The family also likes to hike, geocache, ski, bike, and kayak to-
gether.

Dan Doyle grew up in the Chicago area and retired in 2007 from
the Pennsylvania Office of Attorney General. Instead of employ-
ment, Dan spends his time, among other things, reading and res-
cuing his property from the fecundity of Mother Nature. From late
fall into early winter of 2007, Dan converted a lean-to on one of his
barns into a greenhouse and is now trying to figure out how to use|
it.
June Fisher, for over 20 years, has dedicated her professional
career to providing guidance, support, education and services to
children and families impacted by child abuse/neglect and/or
mental health challenges. Further, she shares her knowledge
and skills by training both public and private social service pro-
fessionals and as an Adjunct Professor at Temple University
Master of Social Work Program (Harrisburg, PA). In her spare
time June enjoys friends and family, biking, hiking, skiing, fine
dining, movies and reading.

At the Swearing-in Ceremony (I to r): Judge Ebert with new volunteers
Carol McNulty, Lynda Sadler, Barb Sadler, Deb Bangs, Arnie Jenkins,
and Dan Doyle. June Fisher was absent that evening.

Arnie Jenkins grew up in the Cleveland area and currently lives in Boiling Springs. He is a single parent who raised two sons of whom
he is very proud. Arnie is now retired and enjoys sports and reading — particularly mysteries. His ability to be a good listener should
help him as a CASA volunteer.

Carol McNulty has lived in Hampton Township most of her life. She and her husband have 2 middle school children and they enjoy
spending time together as a family. In the past Carol has worked in the human service field as a caseworker with Bell Bridge House, as
a sexual assault counselor with the YWCA, as a protective service worker with the Office of Aging, and as a foster parent for Children
and Youth Services. Carol is excited to become involved in the CASA Program. She has seen firsthand how troubling the lives of chil-
dren can be. It is her hope that she can advocate for children in a way that will impact them positively in the future, while continuing to
remember the needs of today.

Barb Sadler lives in Mechanicsburg and is the mother of three children, 2 young adults and an elementary age child. She loves learn-
ing, and recently completed a Master’s degree in Public Administration. She currently is employed fulltime work in her field. In her
spare time, Barb enjoys antiquing.

Lynda Sadler was reared in Lawrence, Massachusetts, lived for a length of time in Rhode Island, and has recently moved to the Car-
lisle area. She is currently a stay-at-home mother with lots of talents and knowledge to share with others. She is actively involved in
volunteering at her church, for the Dauphin County Historical Society in Harrisburg, and at her 6-year-old son’s school. She loves hav-
ing the opportunity to do volunteer work that makes a difference. Her interests involve taking care of the body — physically and men-
tally, feeding her spirit through practicing her faith, being the best wife and best friend to her husband, nurturing her children, cooking,
and learning new things.

Assistance for the CASA Office

The CASA Office continues to benefit greatly from the many
hours donated by volunteers to help keep the Program organized
and running more efficiently. Over the past 6 months, Terri
Mazzei gave countless hours spearheading the placemat project
and also developed a county map to help us better understand
the geographic locations of our volunteers. Lynda Sadler also
worked in the office to totally reorganize and streamline our filing
system. Stephanie Povirk , a graduate of Cumberland Valley
High School and a student at the University of Delaware, is work-
ing 2 days each week over the summer months, helping to proc-
ess the mounds of paperwork which pass through the office.

Embarq Phone Cards
The CASA Program is grateful to Embarq Phone Company for
their recent donation of phone cards for volunteers to use in

their work on behalf of the children they represent in Court. A Cumberland County map designating the location of CASA volunteers
hangs in the CASA Office.




Become a Powerful Voice in a Child’s Life
This slogan greeted diners in nearly 20 restaurants across Cum-
berland County earlier this year. For the second time, PA CASA
Association had received grants to produce placemats for use in
area restaurants to help raise awareness about the CASA Pro-
gram and how ordinary citizens can volunteer to help neglected
or abused children. The Cumberland County CASA Program was
one of the programs directly benefiting from this project. CASA is
grateful not only to the restaurants which agreed to use the
placemats, but also to the foundations which funded them in
Cumberland County — Bon Ton Stores Foundation, BJ’s Charita-
ble Foundation, S. Ira McDowell Foundation, Bob Hoffman Foun-
dation and Cosmopolitan Club/Capital Region.

The distribution of these placemats came on the eve of training
for new CASA volunteers. The campaign was extremely suc-
cessful as five out of the seven trainees in the class came as a
direct result of seeing a placemat at a restaurant.

Lena Nelson and Nate Wysocki enjoy a meal at the Fairgrounds Diner
in Carlisle, using the CASA placemats.

CASA and the PA State Budget

State budget hearings may not normally be considered exciting,
but CASA volunteer Patti Bethel had this to say after watching
Justice Max Baer discuss funding for the CASA Program: “l am
SO PROUD to be a CASA. Thank you for allowing me the op-
portunity to be a point of light in the lives of these children. It is
so exciting to hear the judges and legislators discussing our work
and realizing what a necessary and beneficial program this is! |
hope it eventually equates to funding and more programs...”
Pennsylvania is the only state its size with a CASA Program
which does not earmark monies to help fund the state program.

Program Statistics
as of June 2008:

e 92 CASA volunteers have been trained (46 are active;
26 are CASA Supporters)

e 199 dependent children have been represented

e 372 CASA reports have been written, providing addi-
tional information to help the Court make decisions

Of the children whose cases have closed since the CASA
Program was begun in 2000, 49 returned home, 44 were
adopted, and 9 went to live with a permanent legal custo-
dian or a fit and willing relative. Four children aged out of
the system and another 2 had their cases transferred to
other jurisdictions.

Community Events Support CASA

The CASA calendar this spring was full of many activities, not the
least of which were 2 important fund raising events. The annual
Rock the CASA fundraiser for PA CASA, sponsored by Kappa
Alpha Theta and Dickinson College, was held on April 4. The
concert featured three bands, The Whigs, the I-Nines, and Ra-
vens and Chimes. Later in the month, Lisa Erickson-McCarren
once again worked with Kappa Alpha Theta to hold the annual
Hair-Cut-a-Thon, which raised almost $600 for supporting CASA
volunteers in Cumberland County.

Lisa Erickson-McCarren and her daughter Ayrika Erickson give cuts
to Chris Prato and Casey Michalski at the Hair-Cut-a-Thon.

YouTube and CASA

The world can now learn more about the CASA Program in
Pennsylvania through YouTube, thanks to the diligent work of 4
seniors at Dickinson College. As part of their Senior Policy Man-
agement Seminar for Professor James Hoefler, Kara Berman,
Allison Goodhart, Kelsey Oldendorp, and Jackie Press collected
information regarding the CASA Program. They then created a
DVD, narrated by Judge Edward E. Guido, dependency judge in
Cumberland County and PA CASA Board member. The 7-
minute DVD explains the purpose of the CASA Program and
explores the role of CASA volunteers, as they advocate on behalf
of children. The CASA DVD can be seen at http://
www.youtube.com/watch?v=-5HT2zh59ms.

Jackie Press, Kara Berman, Kelsey Oldendorp and Allison Goodhart
pose for the camera prior to the screening of the YouTube DVD.

Volunteers Attend NCASAA Conference

Two Cumberland County CASA volunteers were able to partici-
pate in the National CASA Association annual conference, held
this year in Washington, DC, June 7-9. Tina Graff and Melinda
Anglin joined hundreds of other CASA volunteers, staff, judges,
and supporters. NCASAA conferences generate energy and
ideas, and we are grateful to Lisa Erickson-McCarren and others
whose donations support the enrichment of Cumberland County
CASA volunteers.



CASA Training Fall 2008
To explore becoming an advocate for children with
the Cumberland County CASA Program, contact
the CASA Office at 240-6159, casa@ccpa.net or
www.ccpa.net/casa.

Volunteer advocates must—

e be 21 years of age or older,

¢ be able to successfully pass criminal checks,

e complete 36-40 hours of training, and

¢ be willing to make at least a 2-year commitment.

The next pre-service training will be held in Car-
lisle on 5 consecutive Saturdays from 9 am to 3:30
pm, September 6 through October 4, 2008.
Spring training may be held on Tuesday and
Thursday evenings, 6 to 9 pm, in February and
March.

News and Updates from the Cumberland County CASA
Program is published semiannually. Back issues are avail-
able upon request or at www.ccpa.net/casa. To be added to
or removed from the mailing list, contact the CASA Office at
(717) 240-6159 or casa@ccpa.net.

OUR MISSION. ..

The mission of the Cumberland County
Court Appointed Special Advocate
(CASA) Program is to assist the court in
determining what is in the best interest
of abused and/or neglected children
whose cases are in the court system.
Through objective investigation and ob-
servation with the focus on the child as-
signed, trained CASA volunteers de-
velop and present their recommenda-
tions to the court to aid in establishing
a safe, permanent and nurturing home

CASA

Court Appointed Special Advocates
FOR CHILDREN
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