
Annual Appreciation Brunch Sees Largest Class of CASA Volunteers Sworn-in 
With the number of families entering the Children and Youth Services system in Cumberland 
County, it is gratifying to know that there are individuals in the community who are willing to step 
forward to act as advocates in the court for the children who may be victims of abuse and/or 
neglect.  Recently 16 such persons completed over 35 hours of training with the Cumberland 
County CASA Program and were sworn in by the Honorable Edward E. Guido during the annual 
appreciation brunch sponsored by the Dickinson College chapter and the Harrisburg Area Alum-

nae chapter of Kappa Alpha Theta.  The Theta alums 
made the room festive with beautiful decorations and the 
Thetas of Dickinson College provided the delicious food 
with their donated meal points. 
 

This annual gathering, which was held at The Depot on the 
Dickinson College campus, gives volunteers, both experi-
enced and new, the opportunity to interact with each other 
and with the many other guests that are invited to the 
brunch.  Judge Guido, newly-elected Judge Masland, and 
Dependency Master Jim Flower were among the nearly 60 
in attendance.  Other groups represented were CASA Sup-
porters, the CASA Advisory Council, guest speakers, and 
of course Kappa Alpha Theta women and CASA staff. 
 

In addition to providing the food, the Dickinson College 
women presented the CASA Program with 200 picture 
frames which they had made during their fall rush event when new women are invited to join the 
sorority.  These frames were given to volunteers in attendance and the remainder will be given 
out by CASA volunteers to the children they represent in dependency court.   
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Linda Rosenberry, Volunteer Coordinator 
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Judge Al Masland, CASA intern Alyssia 
Beverly, and new volunteer Dawn Miller 
prepare to enjoy the food. 

Good Bears of the World Come to the CASA Program  
Recently Good Bears of the World gave The CASA Program over 40 teddy 
bears to distribute to the children for whom CASA volunteers advocate.  
Karen Shirey, GBW Eastern Region Membership Coordinator, presented 
the bears  at the Mechanicsburg Mystery Book Shop during a book signing 
with writer John Lamb, a retired detective from San Diego, CA who de-
lights readers with his series of teddy bear mysteries.  
 

Karen has been involved with GBW for 21 years, and in 1990 worked with 
the GBW Board to develop the present version of the official Good Bear of 
the World, distributed by Muffin Enterprises, Carlisle PA.  She has also 
been instrumental in creating GBW’s limited edition bears such as “Ruby” 
commemorating GBW’s 40th anniversary. 
 

Good Bears of the World is an organization that shares teddy bears with 
traumatized children and the lonely elderly.  Over the past 40 years, they 
have supported CASA programs in D.C., VA, MD and PA. The Cumber-
land County CASA Program first received bears from this organization 9 
years ago. We are delighted that their official little good bear will once 
again become part of the caring CASA team as we assist children in Cum-
berland County. For more information regarding Good Bears of the World, visit their website at http://www.goodbearsoftheworld.org. 

Samples of the pictures frames cre-
ated by Kappa Alpha Theta. 

Program Director Anita Brewster, center, receives the Good 
Bears of the World from author John Lamb and GBW represen-
tative Karen Shirey. 



Meet the Nineteenth Corps of CASA Volunteers  
Brian Bennett has spent most of his life in Cumberland County.  He is 
employed fulltime, but finds his most rewarding endeavor in life to be that 
of a father and husband.  He loves spending time with his wife and kids.  
They are members of a trail riding club and spend many weekends on dirt 
bikes and camping with their dogs.  When they are not at the riding camp, 
they like to go to the fishing camp on Penns Creek.  Brian is looking for-
ward to helping children as an advocate through the CASA Program.  His 
wife Heather has also completed training to be a CASA volunteer. 

Heather Bennett, originally from Dillsburg, now lives in Newville with her 
husband of 12 years, and two children ages 8 and 11. She is currently 
enrolled in her junior year at Shippensburg University’s Social Work Pro-
gram. Heather also volunteers at Celtic Hospice. She enjoys camping and 
fishing with her family, and reading classic literature. She looks forward to 
making a positive impact in a child’s life. She was excited to take the 
CASA training with her husband, since they originally met in a classroom. 

Judy Beskid grew up in Pittsburgh, PA, moving to Harrisburg in 1967.  She retired as a Systems Engineer from EDS in 2005, after which she went to work part-
time for Inclinator of America.  She has enjoyed working in the fields of education, real estate development, information systems, and the restaurant/catering busi-
ness. She has spent time tutoring and mentoring students, working as a volunteer for Morning Star Pregnancy Services, delivering Meals on Wheels, and assisting 
Sisters of Saint Joseph in their fundraising efforts.  But more important than anything else in her life are her husband, Frank, her four children, 3 grandchildren and 
3 foster grandchildren. 

Connie Daly, a native of Cohoes, New York, now resides in Harrisburg.  Connie owns a pet sitting business and enjoys working with animals.  She is currently 
fostering a dog who recently had 7 puppies, so for now she has furry grandkids.  She and her husband enjoy opening their home to exchange students and learn-
ing about other cultures. They have 2 sons – Christopher who lives in Boston and Kevin who lives in Maryland.  Their Korean son is attending Penn State Univer-
sity. 

Susan Danowitz, a resident of Camp Hill, tries not to categorize herself, but as a mother of four, she is finding the “almost” empty nest difficult to handle.  Although 
active in several community theaters as an actor, she feels a great need to pursue something more challenging and helpful to her community. 

Kim Foulk lives in Carlisle and enjoys music, movies, and horses.  She is looking forward to working with the CASA Program.  She feels that she is coming closer 
each day to realizing her dream of opening a shelter for abused children. 

Joy Gross, originally from McClure, PA, now resides in Mechanicsburg. She retired from PennDOT after 35½ years service, where she ended her career as the 
manager of 72 Driver License and Photo License Centers across the state.  She loves retirement because it gives her lots of time to do the things she loves: cross-
stitch needlework, antique hunting, flea markets, and traveling to California to visit her 2 grandsons.  She is actively involved with her church and is looking forward 
to volunteering for CASA as a way to help protect the innocent children among us. 

Stephanie Maxwell, a resident of Carlisle, is a single mom who is currently working towards her Bachelors of Science in psychology online through University of 
Phoenix. 

Sharon McDermott, although retired, remains active as she exercises by riding bike, walking, and playing tennis.  In her quiet times, she enjoys reading, knitting, 
drawing and doing crossword puzzles.  A native of Massachusetts, she now makes Harrisburg her home.  Sharon enjoys children tremendously and when she 
heard a presentation about the CASA Program she felt that the talk was directed at her.  To advocate for kids who are less fortunate is a dream for her. 

Mary Lou McGinn describes herself as a mother, grandmother, daughter, and nurse.  Her main interests are visiting her children and playing with her grandchil-
dren, Lucy, 3, & Alice, 1.  Mary Lou has a wonderful group of Carlisle friends and also friends throughout the US (as she lived in North Carolina & Kansas for 17 
years).  She returned to Carlisle in 1996 because her parents needed her until their deaths in 2006.  Mary Lou is in a book club with work friends that meets 
monthly.  She has always loved working with and advocating for children.  She started her nursing career as a pediatric nurse in Philadelphia (Jefferson Hospital).  
After working there for about a year she was promoted to pediatric nurse manager.   

Dawn Miller is from Duncannon and works fulltime as a tax analyst for Foot Locker Corporation. She is an animal lover, who also likes to talk, shop, read, go to the 
gym, laugh and have a good time.  Dawn is very excited about being a CASA volunteer as it will give her the opportunity to give back to the community.  She feels 
that she was brought to the CASA Program to help make a better life for those children who have not been as blessed as she was growing up. 

John Newbold is originally from the Philadelphia Main Line area.  After graduating from college he joined the Navy and became an instructor pilot stationed at 
Andrews Air Force Base.  John came to the Carlisle area in 1973 to fly for what was then Masland Carpets.  He worked as a probation officer for Cumberland 
County for 5 years and flew as a helicopter pilot for 23 years for the Army National Guard at Fort Indiantown Gap.  John also taught for 5 years at Vision Quest, a 
residential treatment facility for at risk kids.  He is an active member of St. John’s Episcopal Church. 

Sarah Pearce grew up in Elmhurst, IL, a suburb of Chicago and is a resident of Susquehanna Township in Dauphin County.  Recently retired from the PA Depart-
ment of Education, she is looking forward to being a child advocate.  Sarah is the single parent of two adopted sons, and enjoys spending time with them and with 
their 3 dogs. She has served on two school boards, on the SWAN Advisory Committee, as a Deacon in her church, and on the Mayor's Literacy Commission. 
Sarah likes to relax with a cup of tea, and also enjoys reading and hiking.  

Teresa Robinson, who prefers to be called Tracy, lives in Shippensburg.  She is currently engaged, and plans to marry June 12, 2010. She has two grown chil-
dren, a daughter who lives in Philadelphia and a son who lives in Shippensburg.   Tracy is attending Axia College to obtain her Bachelor’s degree in Business 
Administration. She is also taking classes from Penn Foster to obtain her certification in medical billing and coding.  She has just begun a new job at Letterkenny 
Army Depot.  In her spare time, she enjoys gardening, crafts, and home improvement projects. 

Maggie Smith is self-employed fulltime as an independent contractor doing information technology project management and technical writing.  Whatever free time 
she has during daylight hours she likes to spend outdoors – walking or hiking with friends – both human and canine.  When not outdoors, she likes to sew, read, 
and do little home improvement projects.  Maggie grew up in northern York County, moved to Massachusetts for awhile, and has now settled in Mechanicsburg. 

Susan Smith resides in Mechanicsburg with her husband, Paul, of 16 years and their son, Ethan, age 7.  She is employed full-time as an administrative assistant 
in a psychological practice.  While she enjoys the challenges of her career, spending time with her family is most gratifying.  As the mother of a son with Aspergers 
(autism spectrum disorder), Susan has found herself becoming quite knowledgeable of her son’s acute interests which have ranged from brass instruments (lots of 
concerts and symphonies), bowling, basketball and even golf.  To her amazement, golf is actually interesting! 

Left to right: Maggie Smith, Susan Smith, Mary Lou McGinn, Sharon McDermott, Tracy Robin-
son, Stephanie Maxwell, Joy Gross, John Newbold, Kim Foulk, Judge Guido, Susan Danowitz, 
Sarah Pearce, Dawn Miller, Connie Daly, Judy Beskid, Heather Bennett, and Brian Bennett. 



2010 Volunteer Training and 
Conference 

 
Coming Together  

for Pennsylvania Children 
 

 

Keynote speaker  Ashley Rhodes-Courter 
Former foster child, child advocate and author of    
Three Little Words. 

 Also featuring Michael Piraino, CEO of Na-
tional CASA,  

 as well as two days of workshops on topics such as educational   

 advocacy, art therapy, resource development and capacity  

 building, and MORE  

June 21st & 22nd, 2010 

The Conference Center at Central Pennsylvania College  
College Hill & Valley Roads, Summerdale, PA 17093  

Registration available soon! 
For updates or answers to questions, check out   

Program Statistics as of December 30, 2009: 
 123 CASA volunteers have been trained (63 are active; 38 

are CASA Supporters) 
 242 dependent children have been represented  
 542 CASA  Reports have been written, providing additional 

information to help the Court make decisions   

Of the children whose cases have closed since the CASA Pro-
gram was begun in 2000, 58 returned home, 69 were adopted, 
and 18 went to live with a permanent legal custodian or a fit and 
willing relative. Seven children aged out of the system, 1 child 
died and 2 had their cases transferred to other jurisdictions. 

Coming Events  
Basic Training for New Volunteers is scheduled for  

Tuesdays and Thursdays, February 11 - March 18, from 6 to 
9 pm.  For more information, contact the CASA Office. 

Ninth Annual Light of Hope/Swearing-in Ceremony 
on March 30 will begin at 6 pm in the Old Courthouse on the 
Square in Carlisle.  Newly trained CASA volunteers will take 
the oath of office prior to their assignment to represent the best 
interest of children in dependency court. 

KATWalk, a fashion show being held by Kappa Alpha Theta 
to benefit PA CASA, is scheduled to begin with a preview from 
5 to 6 in the Social Hall in the Holland Union Building at Dickin-
son College, E High Street, Carlisle.  The show will kick off at 6 
pm and will be followed by vendor sales from 7:30 to 10 pm. 

National CASA Association Annual Conference will 
be held this year April 16-19 in Atlanta, GA.  For more infor-
mation and to register to attend, go to http://
www.casaforchildren.org/site/c.mtJSJ7MPIsE/b.5405963/
k.A2FE/Annual_Conference.htm.  

Canines 4 Kids, Inc. is committed to helping children.  To 
that end, Steve Russell will be hiking the Appalachian Trail  
with a  specially trained dog – formerly abused, neglected or 
abandoned – as a metaphor for the children that are “in the 
system.” Russell’s hike will take him through Cumberland 
County between May 9 and 12.   If you are interested in learn-
ing more about this adventure or connecting with him on a 
portion of the hike, please contact the CASA Office. 

PA CASA State Conference: June 21-22 (see below.) 

Semiannual CASA Reunion and Training 
As part of in-service training, the CASA Office organizes two 
sessions annually featuring topics of interest for volunteers.  On 
August 25, Michael presented a two-hour exploration of Human 
Resiliency at Hoss’s Restaurant in Carlisle exploring what  those 
who find adversity energizing do differently, what the implications 
are for children and families in dependency, for CASA volun-
teers, and for the CASA Program. Michael Pimental, a CASA 
volunteer since 2006, is also a trainer of methods developed by 
Dr. Paul Stoltz and adopted by Harvard Business School as the 
world’s best practices for measuring and strengthening human 
resiliency.   
On January 26, twenty-three CASA volunteeres attended the 
winter training held at Alternative Behavior Consultants in Car-
lisle. Owner of the facility, Kim Sweger, shared the mission of her 
facility and CASA volunteers EJ McKenna-Hieb and Sarah 
Pearce, both retired from the PA Department of Education,  facili-
tated training on educational advocacy.   

From left to right: Dan Doyle, Clare Garfield, Marlene Fuller, Joyce Karash, Jennifer 
Schwalm, and EJ McKenna-Hieb.  Clare and EJ are also board members for PA CASA. 

Families for Children 
The Pennsylvania Roundtable Initiative, es-
tablished in 2006 by the Supreme Court of 
Pennsylvania, has as its overarching goal 
child safety, well-being and permanency.  The 
logo to the left was developed to represent the 

four mission priorities: protecting children, promoting strong fami-
lies; promoting child well-being; and providing timely perma-
nency.  The Children’s Roundtable embodies a collaborative, 
cross-system infrastructure that allows for effective administra-
tion and communication.  Locally Anita Brewster, CASA Program 
Director, serves on the Cumberland County Roundtable and also 
participated in Pennsylvania’s First Annual Children’s Roundta-
ble Summit  held in November in Pittsburgh.  As an outgrowth of 
this initiative the Cumberland County Court and Children and 
Youth Services have instituted three month judicial reviews, fam-
ily finding (the practice of searching for available family re-
sources for a child), and continue to benefit from Family Group 
Decision Making (bringing family members together to share 
information and to develop a plan for the safety and protection of 
the child).   With approximately 20,000 children in the foster care 
system in Pennsylvania, the goal is that this combined effort  can 
truly help children and their families. 

PA CASA Golf Tournament 
The first annual PA CASA Golf Tournament on October 9 was a 
success as a fund-raiser for PA CASA and an awareness build-
ing  event for local programs. In total almost $6,000 was realized 
at the tournament held at the Carlisle Army War College. Many 
supporters of the Program participated and Cumberland County 
CASA volunteers and staff helped with the logistics of the day.  
Thanks go to volunteers Dan Doyle, Clare Garfield, EJ 
McKenna-Hieb, Joyce Karash,  Jennifer Schwalm, and Shirley 
Simmeth, as well as Terri Mazzei, CASA supporter, Marlene 
Fuller, advisory council member, and Pam Wysocki, CASA staff 
who helped make the day a success. 



News and Updates from the Cumberland County CASA 
Program is published semiannually.  Back issues are avail-
able upon request or at www.ccpa.net/casa.  To be added to 
or removed from the mailing list, contact the CASA Office at 
(717) 240-6159 or casa@ccpa.net. 

CASA Volunteer Basic Training  

To explore becoming an advocate for abused and/
or neglected children in Cumberland County, con-
tact the CASA Office at 240-6159, casa@ccpa.net 
or www.ccpa.net/casa.  
 

Volunteer advocates must— 
 be 21 years of age or older, 
 be able to successfully pass criminal checks, 
 complete 36-40 hours of training, and  
 be willing to make at least a 2-year commitment.  
 

Spring trainings are typically held in Carlisle on 
Tuesday and Thursday evenings from 6 to 9 pm 
and fall training is held on 5 consecutive Satur-
days from 9 am to 4 pm, with dates yet to be de-
termined. 

OUR MISSION. . .  
The mission of the Cumberland County 
Court Appointed Special Advocate 
(CASA) Program is to assist the court 
in determining what is in the best inter-
est of abused and/or neglected children 
whose cases are in the court system.  
Through objective investigation and ob-
servation with the focus on the child as-
signed, trained CASA volunteers de-
velop and present their recommenda-
tions to the court to aid in establishing 
a safe, permanent and nurturing home 

Cumberland County CASA Program 
16 West High Street, Suite 303 
Carlisle, PA 17013 

Cumberland County COURT APPOINTED SPECIAL ADVOCATE Program 
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